East Sussex County Council
| (ESCC) named the Turkey Road exca-
| wation as their preferred choice in a 133-
page document released this week

Al a meeting last Wednesday,
ESCC’s cabinet approved a planning
imescale which sees applications dis-
ed next vear and work beginning in
2.

MP Greg Barker has called a public
ing to launch a campaign against

, labelled plans: “a pernicious pro-
posal with a devastating effect on the
town of Bexhill.”
Rother District Council also opposes
plans. In a meeting on Monday, Mr
ollington asked council leader Carl
if he recognised the effect that
landfill site would have on Bexhill and
setbacks it could cause regeneration.
Cllr Maynard said: “Rother District
il has consistently and fundamen-
v opposed the mmclusion of the land at
Pebsham and Ashdown Briclkworks in
Waste Local Plan.™
| The relevant section of the waste
plan reads, under the Preferred Option
lection heading: *The Waste Local
currently allocates Ashdown Brick-
porks as potentially suitable for landfill.
| “Ashdown Brickworks offers a sub-
'iEtial mineral void close to ong of the

jor urban areas of waste in East Sus-
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sex and Brighton and Hove.™

Having been cleared by ESCC, the
strategy now looks set for approval by
Brighton and Hove City Council on Oc-

tober 15. A six-week peried of public- 2

consultation follows. F

From October 21 to December 2, or-
ganisations such as BALTI and Rother
District Council, as well as members of
the public, can submit their views,

Deetails of how to contribute to the
consultation will appear from October
21 at an ESCC subsite: hitp:/f
consult.eastsussex. gov.uk

It is estimated that between 34 and
37 million tonnes of waste will be pro-
duced by East Sussex and Brighton and
Hove from 2011 to 2027. With i
taken into account, and the work of an
incinerator planned for Newhaven in
2012, the final figure for waste pumped
into the new landfill site by 2026 is esti-
mated at 4. 5million tonnes.

There are no restrictions on the type

of waste that would be
The strategy does indicate other
. areas that could be considered, mostly
around Uckfield and Lewes, but Ash-
down Brickworks is the only confirmed

option.

Nick Hollington, who will represent
BALI in a consultation meeting with
ESCC on November 5, said; * are
only going to lock clsewhere if Ash-
down is tumed dowmn.”

BALT will argue the landfill site will
have an unacceptable impact on the
area.

It will mention the cstimated 4,000

—residents of west Bexhill living within
one mile of the site, the flagship new
High School hailf a mile away, the adja-
cent Bexhill Cemetery, and nearby
Highwoods Nature Reserve, a desig-
nated Site of Special Scientific Interest.

It will also argue that the site cannot
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be delivered within the short time-frame re-
quired by ESCC.

Mr Hollington said: “The news is extremely
serious and a wake-up call to the people of Bexhill,
some of whom have doubted that the threat of a
landfill was real. It's staring us in the face now, but
if we can all get together to fight this monstrous
plan we can defeat it. But we mizst act now.”™

Hundreds of residents attended a similar
public meecting in 2002 when the threat of a
Bexhill landfill.

Greg said: “A landfill site of this size and in
this location would be an absolute disaster for so
many reasons. I want to head this off at the pass
and ensure that such a NEVET comes 1o
frition in Bexhill, be it in five years time or 20

";"h-anl:ﬁ.lli}r for the town the

5 BALI commit-
tee has been quictly working very hard indeed
over this period but we cannot now leave this
fight all to them. We need to back BALT with a
strong and cross-party campaign, a broad al-
liance of groups.™

John Heasman, Vice Chair of Bexhill
Labour Party and a committee of the
preservation society for nearby Highwoods Na-
ture Reserve, said: “T am appalled that this site
should even be considered for landfill.

“The dumping of non-inert waste so close to
Highwoods would also have a ca ic ef-
fect on the ecology of a valuable recreational
arca which is enjoyed by many Bexhill resi-
dents.”

A spokesman from ESCC said: "The docu-

ment has to be considered by the Cabinets of
both East Sussex County Council and Brighton
and Hove City Council. For that reason, it
would be inappropriate for us to comment fur-
ther at this stage, except to say that following the
Cabinet meetings it is proposed to seek the pub-
lie’s views during a consultation period starting
from the end of October.”
B The public meeting will be chaired by Greg
Barker at St Augustine’s Church Hall off
Cooden Drive on Friday, Novernber 6 at 7pm.
Mr Barker said: “It would be helpful if we had
an idea of how many to expect so [ would be
wery grateful if people could register their inten-
tion to come.™

Visit www, greporybarker.com or call 01424
736861 to register



